
Everyone’s got a favorite rapper. Even your favorite rapper has 
a favorite rapper. 

So we’re taking the debate to the people, to you—fans, 
Stans, and pros alike. Introducing VIBE Presents…The Best 
Rapper Alive, an interactive, NCAA–style tournament pitting 
the 64 top MCs recording today against each other in a  
head-to-head competition: All this to determine who you believe 
to be the best in game.

Starting July 21, VIBE.com will host the tournament round  
by round, with daily updates on the competition. Each 
round lasts one week—followed by our version of The 
Final Four. That’s when the tournament really heats 
up. Winners of each matchup will be determined by 
your vote at VIBE.com.

You can vote once a day for as many days as you 
like. At the end of five weeks, we’ll crown a king or 
queen, and the winner will be announced in our 
November issue.

But voting online is only one part of The Best 
Rapper Alive competition. Think you know rap 
like that? Prove it by tearing out the bracket 
and filling in your predictions for each 
round, from the play-in game to the  
ultimate champion. Then mail it to: 
The Best Rapper Alive
c/o VIBE
215 Lexington Ave., 6th Floor
New York, N.Y., 10016

Lil Wayne’s claimed it. Jay-Z owns it.  
But what about Eminem or Andre 3000? 

Nas, T.I., or Game? Snoop, Lupe Fiasco, 
or…? You decide!

THE BEST 
RAPPER 

ALIVE

The reader who fills out the entire bracket correctly 
gets a chance to win a 80GB “The Best Rapper 
Alive” engraved video iPod, courtesy of Apple. In 
order to be eligible to win, your entry must be post-
marked by July 26, 2008. Time to Rap The Vote. 

FIRST ROUND
(BEGINS JULY 21)

SECOND ROUND
(JULY 28)

THIRD ROUND
(AUGUST 4)

SEMI-FINALS
(AUGUST 18)

FINALS
(AUGUST 21)

FIRST ROUND
(BEGINS JULY 21)

SECOND ROUND
(JULY 28)
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Jay-Z

Winner TBD *
Lauryn Hill

Lil’ Kim

Cam’ron

Juelz Santana

Fabolous

Cassidy

Missy Elliott

Lil Mama

Lupe Fiasco

Q-Tip

Mos Def

Talib Kweli

Kanye West

Foxy Brown
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Lil Wayne

Trina

Lil Boosie

Webbie

Bun B

Devin The Dude

Scarface

8Ball

Young Jeezy

Rick Ross

Ludacris

Young Dro

Chamillionaire

Paul Wall

T.I.

Shawty Lo
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Andre 3000

Dizzee Rascal

Method Man

Redman

Pusha T

Rich Boy

Common

Black Thought

Busta Rhymes

Twista

The Game

Crooked I

Ice Cube

E-40

Snoop Dogg

Bow Wow
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Eminem

Soulja Boy Tell’em

Lloyd Banks

Young Buck

Nelly

Flo Rida

Ghostface Killah

Raekwon

Big Boi

Killer Mike

50 Cent

Fat Joe

Jadakiss

Beanie Sigel

Nas

Joe Budden
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THE BEST RAPPER ALIVE

P
IM

P
 C

 B
R

A
C

K
E

T
B

IG
 P

U
N

IS
H

E
R

 B
R

A
C

K
E

T

Jim Jones
Diddy
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*Play-In Game:

FOURTH ROUND
(AUGUST 11)

SEMI-FINALS
(AUGUST 18)

FOURTH ROUND
(AUGUST 11)

THIRD ROUND
(AUGUST 4)

PRESENTS... 

50 CENT: KRISTIAN DOWLING/GETTY IMAGES; ANDRE 3000: PETE KRAMER/GETTY IMAGES; BUN B: KELLY KLINE/WIREIMAGE; BUSTA RHYMES: E. CHARBONNEAU/WIREIMAGE.COM; COMMON: GETTY IMAGES FOR RED BULL RACING; EMINEM:  JOHN SHEARER/WIREIMAGE; FAT JOE: SCOTT GRIES/GETTY IMAGES; GHOSTFACE: MATTHEW SALACUSE/RETNA LTD.; ICE CUBE: SARA DE BOER/
RETNA LTD.; JAY-Z: KEVIN MAZUR/WIREIMAGE; KANYE WEST: JOHNNY NUNEZ/WIREIMAGE; LIL BOOSIE: BEN ROSE/WIREIMAGE.COM; LIL KIM: JOHNNY NUNEZ/WIREIMAGE.COM; LIL WAYNE: KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES; LUDACRIS: JOHNNY NUNEZ/WIREIMAGE; LUPE FIASCO: JOE CONZO/RETNA LTD.; REDMAN AND METHOD MAN: KEVIN WINTER/GETTY IMAGES; MISSY ELLIOT: MIKE 
FRANKLIN/FILMMAGIC; NAS: JEMAL COUNTESS/WIREIMAGE; NELLY: JUN SATO/WIREIMAGE; Q-TIP: ASTRID STAWIARZ/GETTY IMAGES; RICK ROSS: MAURY PHILLIPS/WIREIMAGE; SHAWTY LO: GARY GERSHOFF/WIREIMAGE.COM; SNOOP: SHEA WALSH/WIREIMAGE; SOULJA BOY: ARNOLD TURNER/WIREIMAGE; T.I.: GARY GERSHOFF/WIREIMAGE.COM; THE GAME: RAY TAMARRA/GETTY 
IMAGES; WEBBIE: JOHNNY NUNEZ/WIREIMAGE; YOUNG JEEZY: DENISE TRUSCELLO/WIREIMAGE;


